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Abstract

Concealing a body involves actions taken by perpetrators to obstruct authorities from lo-
cating a body, often classified under Lebanese law as theft or damage to the body rather
than mere concealment. This classification denotes a material component, removing the
body from investigative reach, and a moral component that necessitates criminal intent,
acknowledging the body’s connection to a deceased individual. Globally, laws protect the
physical sanctity of individuals in life and post-mortem, categorizing body concealment
as a distinct crime. Forensic medicine is essential when a body is found, as coroners are
tasked with determining the cause of death such as homicide, suicide, or other causes. If
external examinations are inconclusive, internal autopsies are warranted. In cases involv-
ing newborns, Lebanese law penalizes acts that either prevent childbirth or lead to an in-
fant’s death while obscuring the body. Investigating the circumstances of newborn deaths
requires forensic analysis to determine maternal signs and the condition of the infant at the
point of discovery, thus classifying the cause of death as criminal, negligent, or as occur-
.ring prior to birth

Keywords: corpse, the death under unnatural circumstances, competent public authorities,

.forensic medicine, conceals the birth
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