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Abstract

Procedural mechanisms constitute one of the main tools of parliamentary oversight over
public funds within the parliamentary system. They enable representatives of the people
to question the government and monitor the management of public finances. In Lebanon,
the most prominent of these mechanisms are the parliamentary question and the interpel-
lation, both of which are provided for in the Constitution and the Rules of Procedure of
the Parliament. Ideally, they should serve as key instruments for effective government

accountability.

The parliamentary question is a preliminary and simple means by which a member of
parliament requests clarification from the competent minister regarding a matter related
to public affairs or the spending of public funds. The interpellation, on the other hand, is
a stronger tool aimed at holding the government or a minister accountable for a specific
financial or administrative policy, and it may, in serious cases, lead to a vote of no confi-

dence.

However, the effectiveness of these mechanisms in Lebanon remains limited, due to the
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nature of the sectarian political system, the weak balance between the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches, overlapping political interests, and the lack of serious follow-up on the
outcomes of questions and interpellations. Consequently, these tools often remain formal
rather than functional, failing to achieve genuine accountability or improvement in the

management of public funds.

Therefore, it can be concluded that parliamentary procedural oversight in Lebanon suf-
fers from significant shortcomings, necessitating institutional and legislative reforms to
strengthen the independence of Parliament and enhance its supervisory role, ensuring

transparency and sound financial governance.

Keyworld: Legislative oversight over public funds - Administrative and political chal-

lenges - Financial and administrative corruption - Public budget and transparency - Parlia-
mentary accountability and good governance
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