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Abstract

The principle of legality of crimes and punishments requires the selection of prohibited
acts, the commission of which constitutes a crime by establishing clear texts that crimi-
nalize the commission of such acts. The fundamental principle is that all actions are per-
missible unless expressly criminalized by a specific penal statute. Therefore, this principle
has become one of the basic pillars of protecting individual freedoms and affirming the
principle of the rule of law.

In line with what has been mentioned, it is necessary to specify the penalties correspond-
ing to the crimes, the texts of which are precisely specified, as the court may not apply to
the offender, regardless of the seriousness of the acts attributed to him, a penalty other than
the penalty previously prescribed for it in its type, duration and amount, being satisfied
with the penalties included in the basic system and nothing else.

Keywords: Legality, laws, punishment, Iraqi criminal court, non-retroactivity, interpreta-
tion.
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