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Abstract

The concept of individual criminal responsibility has developed historically after the in-
dividual became the focus of international law, especially with the strong emergence of
humanitarian standards on the international scene. Perhaps the turning point in this process
was the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials following World War II, which established the prin-
ciple of international criminal responsibility for the individual. As a result, individuals,
not just states, bear direct legal responsibility for serious international crimes, such as war
crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity, independently of their official capacity, as
“executing orders” cannot be used to justify such violations. This principle was enshrined
until the establishment of the International Criminal Court, affirming that the individual is
the primary addressee of international criminal law.

Keywords: individual criminal responsibility, international criminal law, war crimes and
genocide, International Criminal Court, jurisprudence and law.
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