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Abstract

This study examines the legitimacy crisis within the Israeli state by analyzing the deep
political and societal fragmentation that has intensified in recent years. Further, it explores
the historical roots of internal divisions among secular, religious, right-wing, and liberal
sectors, with a particular focus on the judicial overhaul proposed by the Netanyahu gov-
ernment in 2023 and the mass protests that continued through 2025. The research assesses
the role and reaction of Israel’s deep-state institutions—the IDF, Shin Bet, and Mossad—
and evaluates how these internal fractures influence the stability of the Zionist project and
Israel’s strategic regional function. The findings suggest that the current legitimacy crisis
poses a structural threat to the foundations of governance and the cohesion of the state
as established since 1948. As a result, the study concludes that Israel is heading toward
several potential scenarios, ranging from systemic political restructuring to a deepening of

internal polarization that could escalate into a low-intensity internal conflict.

Keywords: Legitimacy Crisis - Internal Division - Judicial Reform - Deep State -Zionist

Project.
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