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Abstract

This study analyzes the transformation in U.S. foreign policy between 2000 and 2017, a
period marked by a strategic shift from unilateral dominance to international engagement
in managing the global order. While direct dominance had long represented the core of
America’s post-Cold War strategy, rising international challenges and shifts in the global
power structure prompted Washington to adopt a more flexible approach. This new strat-
egy focused on multilateral cooperation, alliance-building, and institutional engagement.

The study explores the motivations and intellectual foundations of this transition, as well
as the tools used to implement it in an increasingly complex and multipolar world. Ulti-
mately, the findings conclude that this shift to international engagement is not a retreat
from leadership, but a strategic repositioning that allows the United States to maintain its
global influence under new and more adaptive conditions.

Keywords: U.S. Foreign Policy — Unilateral Hegemony — International Engagement —
Global Order — Strategic Shift — United States.
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