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Abstract

The study explores the concept of Qawamah, a male guardianship principle, and the glob-
al debate surrounding its abolition. It aims to determine if Qawamah’s principles are still
valid in achieving family stability, equality, and natural balance. The study uses analytical
methodology to clarify Qawamah’s meaning, rationale, and legitimate objectives while
comparing it with the principles of the French Civil Code. Qawamah, rooted in Qura-
nic texts, designates the man’s responsibility for financial provision and the privilege of
divorce, benefiting women by safeguarding their financial independence and alleviating
burdens. The French Civil Code abolished Qawamah, placing administrative responsi-
bility on both spouses, burdening women more. The study concludes that Qawamah is a
divine act for mercy and financial liberation and recommends women consider stipulating
Qawamah authority in their marriage contract or the right to divorce themselves.

Keywords: Qawamah, family harmony, Islamic jurisprudence, guardianship, French Civ-
il Code.
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