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Abstract

The study explores Lebanon’s historical and political background in 1958, focusing on the
sectarian political system that shaped political affiliations and power distribution among
religious sects. It examines the reactions of political and sectarian forces to the formation
of the United Arab Republic, which symbolizes Arab nationalism and unity. The study
reveals that Christian factions expressed reservations about the formation, realizing the
importance of preserving the privacy of the existing political system in Lebanon, while
Muslim factions supported it as a step towards unity and liberation from Western influ-
ence. Also, it examines the impact of sectarianism and political interests on Lebanon’s
stability during the Cold War, highlighting the ongoing tensions that led to the Lebanese
civil conflict in 1958. It emphasizes the ongoing influence of sectarian divisions on the
Lebanese political scene and the challenges posed by regional national movements. This
research contributes to our understanding of the region’s political landscape.

Keywords: Lebanon, the United Arab Republic, Sectarianism, The Political crisis of 1958,

Arab Nationalism.
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