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Abstract

Significant constitutional and legal ambiguities persist regarding the interpretation of Ar-
ticle 70 of the Lebanese Constitution, particularly concerning the exclusive jurisdiction to
prosecute and try ministers before the Supreme Council. The legal proceedings in question
also exhibited inconsistencies, with conflicting judicial opinions emerging from the Court
of Cassation’s jurisprudence. This raises a critical question: Does the Supreme Council
possess sole authority to indict ministers in Lebanon, or is there a concurrent jurisdiction
between the judicial judiciary and the Supreme Council? Alternatively, is there an objec-
tive division of authority, wherein the Supreme Council’s purview is limited to the specific
offenses outlined in Article 70 (high treason and breach of duty), while common crimes
remain under the jurisdiction of the judicial judiciary?

This research attempts to address this issue by first examining the constitutional and legal
nature of the minister’s role as well as the mechanisms for his political accountability.
Subsequently, it delves into the diverse perspectives and arguments presented by various
legal trends regarding jurisdictional authority in these cases. Ultimately, it posits that a
concurrent jurisdiction, as envisioned by the constitutional legislator in Article 70, should
be established between the Supreme Council and the ordinary judicial system. The re-
search also takes into account the possibility that, even in the event that the judicial judi-
ciary and the Supreme Council were granted objectively distinct jurisdiction, the use of
this jurisdiction should be a factor in holding the ministers accountable for their crimes.

Lebanese Constitution, Executive Power, Minsters, High Council, Judicial Judiciary.
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